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Naming the Evil One:
Onomastic Strategies in
Tolkien and Rowling
Janet B rennan  C roft
W hat is  a  nam e?  L ingu istics, ph ilosophers , genealog ists , and  law yers w ill 
g ive d ifferen t answ ers. Having  a n am e  can m ean  d ifferen t th ings to 
psycholog ists, folklorists, etym ologists, o r an th ropo log ists . A  p erso n a l n am e  is a 
n ex u s for m an y  deep ly  im p o rtan t concepts an d  feelings ab o u t b e in g  a perso n  
an d  h a v in g  a p lace in  the  w o rld  in  re la tion  to  o th er people . T here  is m u ch  m ore  
to  a n am e  th a n  ju s t w h a t it m eans—th a t is, its etym ological derivation . T olkien 
h im se lf w arn s  aga in s t lim iting  the  s tu d y  of n am es to  th is app ro ach  as " th e  sp irit 
of ph ila te ly ,"  o r m ere  stam p-co llec ting  ("Philo logy" 58). L eo n ard  A sh ley  also 
cau tions th a t lite ra ry  onom astics "too  often  m ean s  n o  m ore  th a n  listing  the 
n am es th a t ap p ea r in  som e novel (w hen  it shou ld , o f course, concern  itself w ith  
an a ly z in g  w h y  an d  h o w  n am es function  in  fiction)" (77). W h at I w a n t to  explore  
h e re  is one p a rticu la r function  of nam es: the  n am e  as an  ind ica to r of th e  pow er 
re la tio n sh ip  be tw een  the  n am er a n d  the  n am ed . Specifically, I'll exam ine h o w  
peop le  in  tw o  fan tasy  series, The Lord o f the Rings a n d  its b ack g ro u n d  
leg en d a riu m  an d  the  H a rry  P o tter books, deal w ith  n a m in g  the personifications 
o f evil, an d  th u s  in d ica tin g  the ir p o w er re la tionsh ip  to  these personifications, in 
th e ir respective  universes.
R e tu rn in g  to  d efin ing  th e  te rm  name for a m om ent: a t a very  basic  level, 
a n am e  h as th ree  essen tia l com ponents. First, th e re  is the  w o rd  itself -  th e  nam e, 
a long  w ith  w h a tev e r etym ological o r h is to rica l b aggage  it m ig h t carry  w ith  it. 
W h a t does the n am e  m ean? W ho  h as  h e ld  it before? W h at h ea re rs  are  likely  to 
u n d e rs ta n d  th is back g ro u n d , a n d  w h a t w ill it m ean  to  them ? T hen  there  is the 
person , en tity , o r th in g  b e in g  nam ed , w h ich  becom es associated  w ith  th a t 
w o rd —even, as w e shall see below , som etim es considered  eq u iva len t to  it. 
B ehind  bo th  of these  is the  n am e-g iv e r—the  nam er. This can m ean  e ither the 
en tity  th a t o rig inally  connected  th a t p a rticu la r nam e w ith  th a t n am ed  p erso n  or 
object; o r it can  m ean  th e  en tity  th a t is u s in g  an  already -g iven  nam e  to refer to 
th a t p erso n  or object. T he nam e-g iver, th ro u g h  g iv in g  or u s in g  a nam e, m ay  
assert a  certa in  am o u n t o f p o w er over th e  nam ed , o r ind ica te  th e ir equa lity  w ith , 
n eu tra lity  about, subserv ience  to, o r ad m ira tio n  for the  nam ed  en tity . To 
com plicate m a tte rs  fu rther, in  m a n y  cases it is the  nam ed  perso n  w ho  gives h im
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o r h erse lf a nam e, th u s  asserting  p o w er over h is o r h e r  o w n  n am e  a n d  all it 
indicates.
For exam ple, consider P ro fesso r Jane  Sm ith. In  the  course of a d ay  she 
m a y  be  ad d re ssed  as Dr. Smith, Professor Smith, M rs. Smith, Smith, Jane Smith, 
M om , Jane, Janey, a n d  Freckles. To th e  p ostm an , she is an  add ress; to  th e  payro ll 
dep a rtm en t, she is an  em ployee  n u m b er; a t th e  deli, she is next, please; to  th e  cat, 
she is w h a tev e r in te rn a l sym bol th e  cat h a s  crea ted  for the person who feeds me 
every evening. In  each case, th e  n am e  chosen  b y  th e  n am e-u se r ind ica tes 
som eth ing  ab o u t th e ir m u tu a l re la tionsh ip  an d  p o w er lev e ls—a n y th in g  from  "I 
am  m ore  im p o rtan t th a n  yo u "  th ro u g h  "o u r  re la tio n sh ip  is n e u tra l o r equa l"  to 
"y o u  h av e  p o w er over m e." T he u se  of an  in ap p ro p ria te  n am e  in  a g iven 
s itua tion  tells u s  th a t som eth ing  is off-kilter in  one w ay  or ano ther; a s tu d en t 
calling  h e r  Jane w h en  sh e 's  in tro d u ced  h erse lf as Professor Sm ith  m ig h t ind ica te  a 
lack  of respec t o r a certa in  social in ep titu d e , o r it m ig h t m e a n  th e  s tu d e n t is 
ce leb ra ting  h is  new ly -ea rn ed  Ph.D . b y  cla im ing  eq u a lity  w ith  h is  p ro fesso r.1 H er 
spouse  calling  h e r  Jane in s tead  of u s in g  h e r n icknam e m ig h t ind ica te  a stra in  in 
th e  re la tionsh ip  or a serious subject b e in g  b roached . In  all these cases, the 
n ego tia tion  of th e  ap p ro p ria te  fo rm  of ad d re ss  be tw een  th e  n am er an d  the 
n a m e d  is p a r t of th e  b ro ad er, ever-sh ifting  p o w er nego tia tion  be tw een  them .
T he n am e/p o w er n ex u s is also com plica ted  b y  the  concepts of m agic  
an d  taboo, w h ich  are  u ltim a te ly  b a sed  on  the  id ea  of th e  nam e  b e in g  an  essen tia l 
an d  in separab le  p a r t of th e  n a m e d  being. A s F razer p u ts  it in  The Golden Bough, in  
th is fo rm  of m ag ica l th in k in g
the link betw een a nam e and the person  or th ing  denom inated  by it is not 
a m ere arbitrary and  ideal association, bu t a real and substantial bond 
w hich unites the tw o in  such a w ay tha t m agic m ay be w rought on  a m an 
[or other entity] just as easily th rough  his nam e as th rough  [...] any [...] 
m aterial part of his person. (Frazer 3:318)
P h ilo so p h er E rnst C assirer confirm s th e  cen tral im portance  of th is concept 
in  m yth:
The notion  tha t nam e and  essence bear a necessary and internal relation to 
each other, tha t the nam e does no t m erely denote bu t actually is the 
essence of its object, tha t the potency of the real th ing  is contained in  its 
n am e—that is one of the fundam ental assum ptions of the m ythm aking 
consciousness itself. (Cassirer 3)
1 For an example of how fraught w ith angst this situation can be, see the series of Piled 
Higher and Deeper comic strips from March 25 through April 3, 2009, including a handy 
flow-chart for determining how to address one's professor after obtaining one's Ph.D.
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T his concept of equ ivalence is a t th e  ro o t of th e  id ea  th a t it is d an g ero u s 
or u n d esirab le  to  u se  th e  n am es of su p e rn a tu ra lly  pow erfu l a n d  po ten tia lly  
h a rm fu l be ings w h ere  th ey  m ig h t be overheard . W hy? W h at h a rm  could  say ing  
th e  n am e do? F irst a n d  m o s t sim ply , because  th e  n am e  is the  essence, it could  
su m m o n  the be in g  or a t least a ttrac t th e  b e in g 's  a tten tion ; as the o ld  say ing  goes: 
"N am e the  dev il a n d  h is  h o rn s  a p p ea r."2 3A s E d w ard  C lo d d  no ted , "To n am e  the 
invisib le  is to  invoke its p resence  or the  m an ifesta tion  of its p o w er"  (109). H e 
g ives the exam ple  of one tribe  w h ich  "w ill n o t m en tio n  th e  n am e  of a tiger lest 
th e  beast, h ea rin g  h im self called  u p o n , sho u ld  com e to  th e  speaker"  (90-91). In  
o rd e r to  avo id  calling  u p  the  spirit, one sh o u ld  avo id  u s in g  th e  n am e  an d  say  
H im  o r That One o r He-Who-M ust-Not-Be-Named.
To p laca te  a pow erfu l being , th e  speaker m ig h t find  it adv isab le  to  u se  a 
fla tte ring  eu p h em ism  in s tead  of a n am e  th e y  m ig h t consider an  insu lt; C lodd  
p o in ts  o u t h o w  "substitu tes , ro u n d a b o u t ph rases, [and] eu p h em ism s" are  u se d  
as a "m o d e  of fla tte ry  [...] em p loyed  to w a rd  off possib le  m ischief, [...] jea lousy  
or sp ite  in  m aleficen t sp irits"  (88). A  p rim e  exam ple is th e  w ay  th e  ancien t 
G reeks w ere  careful to  call th e  F u ries th e  Eumenides, o r th e  Kindly Ones.3 A no ther 
function  of th e  fla tte ring  eu p h em ism  is logizomai, o r g iv ing  a n am e  th a t one 
w o u ld  like th e  be in g  to  live u p  to, u s in g  th e  force of nam e-m ag ic  to com pel them  
to change th e ir very  na tu res; for exam ple, calling  th e  fairies th e  Gentry o r the  Fair 
Folk. F lem ing  R u tledge  d iscusses T o lk ien 's  freq u en t u se  of th e  concept of 
logizomai in  h e r The Battle fo r  Middle-earth: "[I]f som eone is 'reck o n ed  as 
rig h teo u s ' (R om ans 4:1-12), he  ac tua lly  becom es so; th e  roo t is logos (w ord), so 
th e  p e rso n  is 'w o rd e d  in to ' a n e w  id en tity  b y  b e in g  so 'reck o n ed '"  (136).4 In  a 
m ore  rebellious m ood , one m ig h t m ock  the  dev il in  a ttem p t to  decrease  h is 
p o w er th ro u g h  rid icu le , for exam ple  b y  calling  h im  Old Scratch, o r change a 
b e in g 's  nam e  to  show  its fall from  greatness, like ch an g in g  Lucifer to  Satan. A nd  
th e  fo llow ers of th a t b e in g  m ig h t h ave  the ir o w n  in -g ro u p  n am es for h im , 
d em o n s tra tin g  th e ir deference an d  p riv ileg ed  p erso n a l re la tionsh ip .
2 Clodd quotes an old saying: "'Talk of the devil and you'll see his horns,' but he may be 
outwitted if called by some name unfamiliar to him, or that raises no suspicion that he is 
being talked about" (97).
3 "The desire not to offend [ . ]  explains [ . ]  why a like euphemism was used by the Greeks 
w hen speaking of the Furies as the Eumenides [the Kindly Ones]" (Clodd 96), as well as 
w hy fairies are called by such varied names as the others, the gentry, or the good people, or the 
djinn are called the blessed ones (96-97).
4 For example, contrast how Frodo calls Gollum Smeagol, hoping to call forth his good side, 
while Sam calls him Slinker and Stinker, causing Gollum to act towards Sam the way Sam 
calls him.
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T o lk ie n
In  b o th  T o lk ien 's  leg en d a riu m  an d  in  th e  H a rry  P o tter u n iverse , there  
are  person ifica tions of evil th a t a re  n a m e d  in  v e ry  d ifferen t w ays b y  d ifferen t 
in d iv id u a ls  o r g ro u p s  of people . A s in  th e  exam ples of onom astic  stra teg ies listed  
above, th ere  are  those  w h o  avo id  say ing  th e  n am e  an d  u se  eu p h em ism s o u t of 
fear of a ttrac ting  a tten tio n  or causing  insu lt; those  w h o  specifically  say  th e  nam e 
to  show  th ey  are  n o t afra id  o r superstitious, o r w ho  u se  a d ifferen t nam e  to  d en y  
ev il 's  pow ers; a n d  those  w h o  u se  a fla tte ring  fo rm  of ad d re ss  to  d em o n stra te  
th e ir close a n d  p riv ileged  re la tionsh ip  w ith  th e  evil one.
In  T o lk ien 's  legendarium , th ree  m ajo r v illa ins dem o n s tra te  th e  p o w er of 
n am es a n d  nam ing : first M elkor, th e  Satan-figure, th e  m ar-p lo t of h is  creation  
story; th en  Sauron, M elko r's  lieu ten an t w h o  g row s to  be th e  p rim e evil in  the 
w o rld  after M elko r's  b an ish m en t to  th e  o u te r void; th en  finally  S arum an, th e  pale  
im ita tion  of these  g rea te r evils, b u t n o t so pa le  as to  be  safely  ig n o red .5
M elkor w as th e  L ucifer of T o lk ien 's  crea tion -m yth , an d  ra re ly  re fe rred  
to  (and  n ev er b y  th is nam e) in  The Lord o f the Rings. For h is sto ry  read e rs  m u s t 
tu rn  to the Silmarillion. M elkor w as th e  m ig h tie s t of the  Valar, th e  god like  first 
c reations of Iluvatar, th e  A ll-father. M elko r's  n am e  m ean s  "H e  w h o  arises in  
M igh t"  (Silmarillion [Silm.] 340). I luva ta r d irec ted  the  V alar in  sing ing  the  m usic  
th a t revea led  h is  design  for th e  un iverse , b u t M elkor g rew  am bitious an d  tr ied  to 
a d d  them es of h is  ow n, seek ing  to  " increase th e  p o w er an d  g lo ry  of th e  p a rt 
assigned  to  h im self"  (16). H is rep ea ted  a ttem p ts  failed; Ilu v a ta r rep r im a n d ed  
h im  an d  said  "n o  them e m a y  n o t be p lay ed  th a t h a th  n o t its u tte rm o st source in 
m e, n o r can an y  a lter th e  m usic  in  m y  desp ite"  (17). A fter Ilu v a ta r b ro u g h t the 
m u sic  in to  physica l b e in g  b y  h is com m and  "Ea! L et these  th ings Be!" (20), M elkor 
co n tinued  to  w o rk  aga in s t h is design, an d  in  a speech  act of h is ow n, n am ed  
h im se lf k ing  of th e  earth : "T his shall be m y  o w n  k ingdom ; an d  I nam e  it u n to  
m yself!" (21). F rom  th is p o in t M elkor, d riven  b y  en v y  a n d  anger, n ev e r ceased 
try in g  to  b rin g  th e  earth  u n d e r  h is d o m in ion  an d  red u ce  I lu v a ta r 's  design  to 
chaos. A n d  h e  co n tinued  to  aw a rd  h im self n am es an d  ti tle s—"K ing  of the 
W orld"  (81), "L o rd  of M id d le -ea rth "  (156), "M aste r of th e  Fates of A rd a"  (197) — 
in  an effort to  m ak e  these  titles com e tru e  b y  th e  m ag ic  of self-nam ing.
T he m o s t im p o rta n t act of n a m in g  in  association  w ith  M elkor w as h is 
ren am in g  b y  Feanor, the  m o s t pow erfu l of th e  N o ld o rian  Elves. M elkor, in 
u n easy  p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith  th e  g ian t p rim ev a l sp id e r U ngolian t, d estro y ed  th e  Two 
T rees of V alinor w h ich  gave lig h t to  th e  w o rld , th en  stole the  Silm arils, th ree
5 Methodology for this section involved charting the frequency of each name variation and 
which speaker used it throughout the entire editions of The Lord of the Rings and The 
Silmarillion cited in  the bibliography.
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jew els created  b y  F eanor w h ich  con ta ined  lig h t from  th e  trees. At th e  m o m en t the 
th eft w as know n,
Feanor rose, and  lifting u p  his hand  before M anw e [the chief of the Valar] 
he cursed Melkor, nam ing  him  Morgoth, the Black Foe of the W orld; and 
by tha t nam e only w as he know n to the Eldar ever after. (Silm. 79)
T olkien  describes M elkor as h av in g  "fo rfe ited" the rig h t to  h is  o rig inal nam e  
(Silm. 31), a n d  h e re  w e see an  exam ple  of a n am e  change u se d  as p u n ish m en t and  
rejection. M elkor n o  longer h a s  a r ig h t to th e  n am e  "H e w ho  arises in  M igh t"; he 
is n o w  to  be k n o w n  am o n g  Elves b y  th e  title  "Black Foe of the  W orld ."  In d eed  
Tolkien, n ig g ling ly  careful w rite r th a t h e  w as, n ev er h as  any  Elf u se  the  n am e 
Melkor after th is  chronological p o in t in  th e  story; n o r does the  n a rra to r  of sections 
of th e  Silmarillion p u rp o r te d ly  w ritten  b y  E lves u se  an y  te rm  b u t Morgoth. 
S trik ingly , th e  Elves are  n o t afra id  to  u tte r  the  nam e  Morgoth  an d  do  n o t re so rt to 
th e  sort of eu p h em ism s an d  avoidance te rm s w e see u se d  la ter w ith  Sauron; by  
th is  act of n a m in g  th ey  ac tua lly  assert the ir p o w er to  res is t M elkor b y  rejecting  
h is  o rig inal nam e. T he o th er Valar, how ever, con tinue  to  u se  h is  o rig inal nam e, as 
does S auron  in  h is  efforts to  con tinue  h is  m as te r 's  w ork .
L et u s  tu rn  n o w  to  Sauron. S auron  w as a M aia; one of th e  beings "o f the 
sam e o rd e r as th e  V alar b u t of less degree" (Silm. 30) w ho  w ere  th e  servan ts an d  
h e lp e rs  of th e  Valar. S auron  o rig inally  served  Aule, th e  m as te r of all crafts, b u t 
tu rn e d  to  M elkor a n d  th e  D ark. A fter the  b an ish m en t of M orgo th  to  th e  V oid  
(260), S auron  re tu rn e d  to  M id d le -ea rth  a n d  beg an  b u ild in g  h is  o w n  pow er, 
s ta rtin g  b y  b e frien d in g  the  Elves of E region. S au ro n 's  g rea test act of n a m in g  is an 
essen tia l p a r t of the  fo rg ing  of the  O ne R ing; it is w h en  h e  recites the  lines in  the 
Black Speech naming th e  r in g  h e  h a d  ju s t m a d e  as the  "O ne R ing to  ru le  th em  
all," the  O ne R ing  to  b in d  all th e  o th er r in g s  to th e  D arkness, th a t th e  Elves 
"k n ew  th a t th ey  h a d  been  be tray ed "  (The Lord o f the Rings [LotR] II.2.248).
Shortly  after the  b an ish m en t of M orgo th , th e  V alar created  th e  g rea t 
is lan d  of N u m en o r for M en  to live on  w ith in  s igh t of th e  edge  of th e  B lessed 
L ands. The m en  of N u m en o r g rew  in  bo th  p o w er a n d  arrogance  u n til the  
N u m en o rean  k in g  A r-P harazon  d e te rm in ed  to take  on  S auron  a n d  d em an d  h is 
su rren d e r (Silm. 270). S auron  in  h is  craftiness gave h im self u p , an d  A r-P harazon  
b ro u g h t h im  back  to  N u m en o r as a hostage , w h ere  h e  p roceeded  to  w in  th e  k ing  
over a n d  becom e h is  closest adv isor. In  the sam e w ay  as M elkor, S auron  gave 
h im se lf g ra n d  titles in  acts of se lf-n am in g —"L ord  of G ifts" (287) a n d  "L o rd  of the 
E arth " (289) "K ing  of K ings" an d  "L o rd  of th e  W orld" (xxii). W inn ing  A r- 
P h arazo n  over to  th e  w o rsh ip  of th e  D ark, h e  called  M elkor b y  th e  titles "L o rd  of 
A ll" an d  "G iver of F reedom " (272) th a t sh o u ld  rig h tly  belong  to  Iluvatar, say ing  
th a t I luva ta r d id  n o t exist. H e  w as in  effect try in g  to  re-nam e M elkor as th e  all-
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creato r w ith  these  titles; exam ples n o t on ly  of h is  lies b u t of fla tte ries v au n tin g  
h is  closeness to th e  fallen  Vala.
O n  h is  advice, A r-P h arazo n  tr ied  to  sail east to th e  B lessed L an d s an d  
claim  th em  for m en , lead in g  to  th e  s ink ing  of N um enor. In  th is conflagration  
S auron  lost h is  o rig inal physica l form , a n d  re tu rn e d  to  B arad -d u r w h ere  "he  
w ro u g h t h im se lf a n e w  guise, an  im age of m alice  an d  h a tre d  m a d e  visib le" (Silm. 
280-81). At th e  en d  of th is A ge h e  w as defea ted  in  b a ttle  an d  h is  R ing  tak en  from  
h im  an d  lost, w h ich  lead s to  the  sto ry  of The Lord o f the Rings.
T hough  S auron  is ra re ly  ad d re ssed  or re fe rred  to o th er th an  by  h is 
n am e  in th e  Silmarillion, in  The Lord o f the Rings th e re  are a g rea t m a n y  u ses  of 
avo idance  w o rd s  a n d  ph rases. In  particu la r, th ere  are  m a n y  u se s  of tw o  types of 
figu res of speech  w h ich  p e rm it th e  avo idance  of th e  nam e: metonym y, in  w h ich  
th e  con ta iner o r la rg e r w ho le  s tan d s  for w h a t it contains, a n d  synecdoche, in  
w h ich  the p a r t s tan d s  for th e  w hole. T hus w e find  S auron  re fe rred  to  as Mordor, 
Barad-dur, Lugburz, o r The Dark Tower, as a new scaste r m ig h t say  " th e  W hite 
H o u se  decla red" or " th e  O val Office an n o u n ced "  w h en  re fe rring  to  som eth ing  
th e  P res id en t of th e  U n ited  States said , an d  a t th e  opposite  e n d  of th e  scale as The 
Eye o r The Black Hand, as a co lum nist m ig h t refer to  a p a rticu la r op era  singer as 
"T he V oice" o r a baseball p itcher as "T he A rm ."
A m ong  M en, there  is a g enera l ten d en cy  to  avo id  u s in g  the  nam e  
Sauron . A rag o rn  w ill say  th e  nam e, b u t m o re  often  h e  w ill u se  such  te rm s as The 
Dark Lord, The Enemy , o r M ordor. A rago rn  does w a rn  th e  hobb its  ag a in s t say ing  
th e  n am es of evil th in g s too lo u d ly  in  th e  M id g ew ater M arshes, b u t th is is a 
reasonab ly  sensib le p recau tio n  w h ere  th e  sp ies of the  E nem y m a y  o v erhear th em  
(LotR  I.11.180 an d  182). The m en  of G ondor avo id  th e  n am e  a t all tim es, a n d  w ill 
se ldom  even  n am e  th e  lan d  of M ord o r (V.1.748); one of th e  first th in g s w e h ea r 
from  B orom ir is the  ph rase  "h im  th a t w e do  n o t n am e"  (II.2.237), a n d  h e  says the 
n am e  Sauron on ly  in  h is  las t m ad n ess  as h e  tries to  take  th e  R ing from  F rodo  
(II.10.390). N o  o th er m a n  of G ondor says Sauron, n o t even  F aram ir a n d  D enethor, 
n o r do  th e  peo p le  of R ohan. F rom  B orom ir, a t least, one gains th e  im p ress io n  th a t 
th is  avo idance  is a t least p a rtly  a p ro u d  refu sa l to  g ran t S auron  th e  h o n o r of 
u s in g  h is  p ro p e r nam e; for o ther M en, it m a y  be  b a sed  m o re  on  fear, superstition , 
an d  taboo.
Sim ilarly, the  H obb its  also avo id  say ing  Sauron— even  the  narra to r, 
w h en  rep o rtin g  F ro d o 's  th o u g h ts , ra re ly  u ses  th e  nam e. T hey  genera lly  say  The 
E nem y . T hey  m a y  h ave  p icked  th is u p  from  A rag o rn 's  cau tions in  M idgew ater 
an d  G an d alf 's  sim ilar w a rn in g  in  R ivendell: "Evil th in g s do n o t com e in to  th is
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valley; b u t all th e  sam e w e sh o u ld  n o t n am e  th em " (LotR  II.1.220).6 T hough  
P ip p in  jests a t th is  w arn ing , h e  on ly  speaks th e  n am e  Sauron once (w hen  
d iscussing  th e  palantir w ith  G an d alf [III.10.570]), an d  M erry , F rodo, a n d  Sam  
n ev er say  it a loud . G o llum  also avo id s the  nam e, say ing  on ly  H im  o r The Black 
H and ; in  h is case w e g e t th e  im press ion  th a t h is  avo idance  is qu ite  specifically  
fear of som ehow  b e in g  o v erh ea rd  a n d  su m m o n in g  th e  a tten tion  of h is fo rm er 
cap to r.7
D w arves, on  th e  o th er h an d , o r a t least G im li a n d  G loin, h av e  no  
p ro b lem  say ing  Sauron . T his is p e rh ap s  rep resen ta tiv e  of th e ir  long  resistance  to 
h is  a ttem p ts  to  contro l th e m  th ro u g h  th e  D w arf-rings; th ey  d en y  h im  any  
satisfaction  b y  re fu sin g  to  sh o w  e ither fear o r respec t for h is  nam e. T he Elves also 
ap p ea r to  be  u n a fra id  to  say  S au ro n 's  nam e, b u t all of th em  do  u se  o th er n am es 
as well. Legolas, th o u g h  a G rey  Elf a n d  n o t a H ig h  Elf, u ses  Sauron ab o u t as often  
as h e  u ses an y  o th er term . T he Ents, as least ju d g in g  b y  T reeb ea rd 's  exam ple, 
also h av e  n o  h esita tio n  in  say ing  th e  n am e  Sauron, b u t T om  B om badil on ly  calls 
h im  The Dark Lord.
W h en  A rag o rn  is exam in ing  the  orcs ' a rm o r after th e  attack  a t Parth  
G alen, h e  com m ents th a t S auron  does n o t a llow  h is  servan ts to  speak  or w rite  h is 
nam e, an d  th e  c ircum locutions of h is  orcs b ear th is o u t (LotR  III.1.406). G orbag  
an d  S hag ra t m o s t o ften  u se  the  m e to n y m  Lugburz, th e  orc n am e  for B arad-dur, 
w h ile  G rishnakh  genera lly  calls h im  The Great Eye. B ut S au ro n 's  h ig h e r-ran k in g  
subo rd ina tes , the  R in g w ra ith s  a n d  the M o u th  of Sauron, ap p ea r to be p e rm itted  
to  u se  h is nam e.
T he w iza rd  G an d alf m akes m ore  references to  S au ron  th a n  any  o ther 
character does, a n d  h e  u ses a very  w id e  v a rie ty  of te rm s — The Black Shadow, The 
Dark Lord, The Eye o f Barad-dur, The Lord o f the Rings, The Necromancer, The R ing- 
maker, a n d  so on. B ut h e  u ses Sauron m o s t frequen tly , an d  The Enemy second- 
m ost. H is  am b itious fe llow -w izard  S aru m an  u se s  a very  revea ling  te rm  to refer 
to  Sauron, as re p o r te d  b y  G andalf: h e  refers to  S auron  as The Power, b u t speaks as 
if th is  p o w er w ere  som eth ing  th a t cou ld  be  easily  sep a ra ted  from  S auron  an d  
cla im ed  b y  h im self a long  w ith  the  R ing  (LotR  II.2.253). T he on ly  o th er m ajor 
character w ho  refers to  S auron  as The Power is D enethor, also as re p o r te d  b y  
G an d alf (V.9.860), an d  h e  too is tem p ted  b y  th e  id ea  th a t th e  R ing  m ig h t be u sed  
to  w re s t S au ro n 's  p o w er from  him .
6 In response to Pippin saying "Make way for Frodo, Lord of the Ring!"; this may be an 
attempt by Gandalf to ward off the darker side of logizomai, in  this case the possibility of 
Frodo becoming evil because he is named so.
7 Similarly, Gollum nearly always refers to Shelob as She. The orcs of Minas Morgul have no 
problem saying Shelob but will also often refer to her as Her Ladyship. Ungoliant is treated 
more like Melkor—there is no apparent taboo on her name.
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Sarum an , like G andalf, w as one of the  five Istari, M aia w ho  gave u p  
p a r t  of th e ir p o w ers  a n d  w ere  sen t to  M id d le -ea rth  in  th e  form s of M en in  o rd e r 
to  encou rage  resistance to  S auron  (Unfinished Tales 388-394). H is  o rig inal nam e  as 
a M aia is n o t g iven, b u t Saruman, one of h is  m a n y  n am es in M idd le -ea rth , m ean s 
"M an  of Skill." H e  w as considered  the  chief of these  w izard s , b u t in  th e  e n d  he  
"fell from  h is  h ig h  e rran d , an d  becom ing  p ro u d  an d  im p a tien t a n d  en am o u red  of 
p o w er so u g h t to  h av e  h is  o w n  w ill b y  force, a n d  to  o u st Sauron; b u t h e  w as 
en sn a red  by  th a t d a rk  spirit, m ig h tie r th a n  h e"  (390).
E d w ard  C lodd , in  h is  classic M agic in Names and Other Things, says th a t 
"[a]vo idance  an d  v enera tion  sup erstitio n s g a th e r force w ith  th e  a scend ing  rank  
of in d iv id u a ls"  (109), an d  th is is obv iously  the  case w ith  S arum an. D esp ite  h is 
v au n tin g  am bition  a n d  h is a ttacks on  th e  peop le  of R ohan, h e  w as y e t a far lesser 
evil th a n  Sauron. V ery rarely , in  the p a rts  of the  book  before  th e  fall of Isengard , 
is h e  called  an y th in g  b u t s im ply  Saruman — som etim es Saruman the W hite or 
Saruman the Wise, b u t th e  on ly  th in g  close to  an  avo idance  te rm  is The White 
Hand, w h ich  is u se d  several tim es by  th e  orc U g luk . B ut U g lu k  also calls h im  
Saruman the Wise; th e re  does n o t seem  to  be an y  p ro h ib ition  ag a in s t h is o w n  orcs 
u s in g  h is nam e, as th ere  is w ith  Sauron, an d  in d eed  A rago rn  is able to 
d is tin g u ish  h is  orcs from  those  of M o rd o r b y  th e  fact th a t th ey  h av e  th e  S -rune  on 
th e ir h e lm ets  (LotR  III.1.406). T here are  also som e scattered  exam ples of 
m etonom y, w h en  S aru m an  is re fe rred  to  as Isengard o r Orthanc, b u t th is  is ra re  
com pared  to  sim ilar u sag e  p a tte rn s  for Sauron.
Sarum an , th o u g h , is w ell aw are  of th e  p o w er of w o rd s  an d  nam ing , an d  
in  p a rticu la r tries to h a rn ess  the p o w er of re-nam ing . H e  a ttem p ts  to  re -nam e an d  
re-fash ion  h im se lf as "S aru m an  th e  W ise, S aru m an  R ing-m aker, S arum an  of 
M an y  C olours!", on ly  to  be scoffed a t b y  G andalf, w ho  says "I liked  w hite  
better"(LotR  II.2.252). A n d  n o  character ever does n am e  h im  b y  h is  new -chosen  
title, re jecting  th is act of h u b ris . O ne of th e  m o s t in tr ig u in g  m o m en ts  in  the 
G an dalf/S arum an  p o w er re la tionsh ip  is w h en  G andalf, clo thed  in  w h ite  after h is 
resu rrec tion , says " In d eed  I am  Sarum an , one m ig h t a lm ost say, S arum an  as he  
sh o u ld  h ave  been" (III.5.484).
S aru m an  also a ttem p ts  to  p rove  h is  m aste ry  an d  p o w er over o thers  b y  
ren am in g  an d  belittling  them , sneering  a t G an d a lf 's  title  "G an d alf th e  G rey" an d  
calling  th e  w iza rd  R ad ag ast "R adagast th e  B ird-tam er! R ad ag ast th e  Sim ple!" 
(LotR  II.2.252). A n d  sim ilarly  w h en  h e  is called  fo rth  to  p a rley  w ith  th e  forces th a t 
h av e  taken  Isen g ard  a n d  defea ted  h is a rm y  a t H e lm 's  D eep, h e  first flatters, then  
insu lts, th e  K ing of R ohan, calling h im  "m ig h tie st k in g  of th e  w este rn  lands" 
(III.10.565) th en  "D otard !"  an d  b rag g in g  k ing  of d ru n k e n  "b rig an d s"  (III.10.567); 
th en  h e  tries th e  sam e trick  w ith  G andalf, calling  h im  first noble  a n d  w ise, then  
robber an d  fool (III.10.567, 569). B ut in  th e  a fte rm ath  of h is fall, even  h is  skill w ith  
n am es b e tray s h im ; h e  is u n aw are  th a t th e  n ick -nam e Sharkey, u se d  by  m an y  of
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h is  fo llow ers, is n o t th e  "s ig n  of affection" h e  th in k s it is, b u t m ere ly  O rk ish  for 
"O ld  M an" (VI.8.994-5), an d  h is  sh o rten in g  of W o rm to n g u e 's  a lready  
u n fla tte rin g  n ick -nam e to W orm  cou ld  w ell h av e  b een  one of the  las t s traw s of 
in d ig n ity  th a t sen t h is  fa ith fu l slave over th e  edge to m u rd e r  h im .
R o w lin g
T olk ien 's  app ro ach  to  the  m agic  of n am es is subtle; h e  d ip s in to  the 
C au ld ro n  of S tory  for concepts of m ag ic  an d  taboo in  nam es, b u t there  is no  
specific an d  clearly  a rticu la ted  sta tem en t ab o u t th e  reasons for nam e-say in g  
v ersu s n am e-avo idance  in  The Lord o f the R ings.8
R ow ling 's  app ro ach  to  n a m in g  evil is far m ore  obvious, as befits a sto ry  
a im ed  a t a y o u n g er a n d  less experienced  audience. H e r m o d e rn  se tting  lends 
itself to  the  in tro d u c tio n  of a m ore  scientific a ttitu d e  to w ard s  nam ing , 
exem plified  in  D u m b led o re 's  insistence th a t one sh o u ld  "A lw ays u se  th e  p ro p e r 
n am e  for th ings. Fear of a nam e  increases fear of th e  th in g  itself" (Harry Potter 
and the Sorcerer's Stone [Stone] 298). In  th is scientific approach , to n am e  a th in g  
prec ise ly  a n d  accura te ly  is to  classify, contain , an d  contro l it; to assert dom inance  
over its in te rp re ta tio n ; to  k n o w  w h a t to  do  w ith  it, like a docto r d iag n o s in g  a 
d isease. T here  is a re lief in  be in g  able to  n am e  o n e 's  fears; it is th e  first step  to 
co nquering  them , as d em o n s tra ted  in P ro fesso r L u p in 's  lesson  on  defeating  
B oggarts by  first d iscovering  a n d  naming  th e  s tu d e n t's  deepest anxieties (Harry 
Potter and The Prisoner o f Azkaban [Azkaban] 134). W e can see th is p reference  for a 
scientific ap p ro ach  to  m ag ic  in  the  courses ta u g h t a t H o g w a rts—th e  precise  
recipes u se d  in  th e  "su b tle  science a n d  exact a rt"  of P o tions (Stone 136), the 
im portance  of p ro p e r  p ro n u n c ia tio n  an d  correct w an d -w o rk  in  T ransfigu ra tions 
an d  C harm s, the  esoteric m athem atica l fo rm u lae  in  H erm io n e 's  favorite  subject 
A rithm ancy , th e  carefu l observation  a n d  m ap -lab e lin g  of A stronom y, all 
con trasted  w ith  th e  u n tru s tw o rth y  fuzziness of D iv ination . A n d  y e t—in  sp ite  of 
th is  im precision , P ro fesso r T re law ney  does m ak e  tw o  accurate  a n d  vita lly  
im p o rtan t p red ic tions. S im ilarly, R ow ling  balances D u m b led o re 's  p a rtia lity  for 
th e  p u re ly  scientific app ro ach  to  n a m in g  w ith  a w a rn in g  n o t to  d iscoun t 
m ystic ism  an d  su p erstitio n  en tirely ; in  th e  w iza rd in g  w orld , w o rd s  D O  possess 
m ag ic  an d  h is to ry , h id d e n  m ean in g s a n d  dangers , an d  it can be perilo u s to  d en y  
th e  im portance  of th is d im ension .
Voldemort is th e  nam e  T om  R idd le  takes for h im se lf w h en  he  tu rn s  fu lly  
an d  pub lic ly  to the  d a rk  side. T om  is th e  child  of th e  w itch  M erope G aun t, last
8 Name-changing and self-naming, however, are major motifs that crop up throughout his 
works, but a study of these concepts is outside the scope of this paper. The long section on 
naming in  "Laws and Customs Among the Eldar" in Morgoth's Ring is particularly 
revealing.
Mythlore 28:1/2, Fall/Winter 2009   157
Janet Brennan Croft
descen d en t of Salazar S ly therin , a n d  T om  R iddle , on ly  son of a rich  M ugg le  
fam ily. She g ives h im  a love po tio n  an d  th u s  tricks h im  in to  m a rry in g  her, b u t 
several m o n th s  in to  h e r  p reg n an cy  she stops g iv ing  h im  th e  po tio n  in h o p es  th a t 
h e  h a s  com e to  love h e r  n a tu ra lly  an d  w ill s tay  for the  ch ild 's  sake. But fu rio u s at 
h e r  decep tion , h e  ab an d o n s her. R ow ling  h a s  sta ted  th a t th e  fact th a t T om  is the 
p ro d u c t of coerced an d  loveless u n io n  is sym bolic of h is  inab ility  to  love (J.K 
R ow ling  W eb C hat). Left d estitu te  a n d  alone in  L ondon, M erope h a s  th e  child  in 
an  o rp h an ag e  a n d  d ies shortly  after. She insists  th e  child  be n a m e d  T om  M arvolo  
R idd le , after h is fa ther a n d  M arvolo  G aun t, h e r  o w n  father. O n h is e leventh  
b irth d ay , T om  is ap p ro ach ed  b y  A lbus D um bledore , w ho  tells h im  h e  is a w iza rd  
an d  offers h im  a p lace a t H ogw arts. D um bledo re  h o p es  th e  a tm o sp h ere  of 
H ogw arts, an d  th e  a tten tion  of h is  teachers, w ill e lim inate  som e d is tu rb in g  
tendenc ies to w ard s  evil in  th e  y o u n g  boy, b u t th is  is n o t the  case; in  sp ite  of h is 
o u tw a rd  charm  an d  in te llec tual brilliance, T om  rem ains sad istic  an d  am bitious at 
h e a rt a n d  starts  g a th e rin g  th e  core of w h a t w o u ld  la te r becom e th e  D eath  Eaters. 
H is  h a tre d  of h is  o w n  g iven  n a m e  d a tes  from  the  p e rio d  a t H o g w arts  w h ere  he  
tries to  find  o u t ab o u t h is  fa ther an d  is forced  to  conclude th a t the  R idd les w ere  
n o t an  im p o rta n t w iz a rd in g  fam ily, as h e  h a d  ho p ed , b u t in  fact p u re  M uggle. 
D u m bledo re  su rm ises th a t th is  is w h en  h e  d ro p p e d  the  nam e  Riddle, an d  its 
rem in d e r of h is ha lf-b lood  sta tus, en tire ly  (Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince 
[Prince] 362). In  th e  su m m er of h is  six teen th  year h e  tu rn s  h is  a tten tion  to  h is 
m o th e r 's  line, finds o u t th e  tru th  from  h is su rv iv in g  uncle , an d  u ses h im  to kill 
b o th  h is fa ther an d  h is fa th e r 's  p a ren ts  (366-67).
T om  R id d le 's  sto ry  is an  excellent exam ple  of w h a t critic M ichael 
R agussis calls " th e  fam ily  p lo t"  of n am ing . Specifically, R idd le  fits th e  p a tte rn  of 
th e  m ale  gen d er-p lo t of inheritance , o r f in d in g  o n e 's  nam e. H e  sp en d s  h is y ou th  
try in g  to  find  first h is  fa th e r 's  fam ily, th en  h is  m o th e r 's , on ly  to reject b o th  an d  
ren am e  h im self. A s R agussis describes th e  m ale  g en d e r p lo t, "h e  escapes n am in g  
inso far as h e  is able to escape th e  fam ily  p lo t"  (235); in  V o ldem ort's  case, h e  does 
n o t escape h is  fam ily  a n d  p a s t as far as h e  w o u ld  like to  th in k  h e  has. V o ldem ort 
m a y  believe in  th e  m ax im  th a t "h u m a n  beings are  d iv id ed  be tw een  those w ho  
ru le  b y  n a m in g  an d  those  w ho  are  ru led  b y  b e in g  n a m e d "  (13)—by  rejecting  the 
b irth -n am e  h is m o th e r gave  h im  a n d  su b s titu tin g  Voldemort, h e  believes h e  is 
ru lin g  h is  o w n  d e s tin y —yet because  h e  s im p ly  rea rran g es th e  le tte rs of h is nam e, 
th e  o rig inal n a m e  is still th ere  like a palim psest, n e v e r  tru ly  erad icated .
V oldem ort is ex trem ely  sensitive to  th e  n u a n c e s  of n a m e  pow er. H is 
essen tia l act of self-nam ing  is a d efin ing  p o in t in  h is life, d iv id in g  it in to  Before -  
w h en  h e  w as s im ply  T om  M arvo lo  R iddle, th e  p o o r b u t b rillian t o rp h a n e d  half- 
b lo o d —a n d  A fter, w h en  th ro u g h  th e  m agic  act of re a rran g in g  th e  le tte rs  of h is 
nam e, h e  declares "I A M  LORD V OLDEM O RT" (Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets [Chamber] 314). A s F razer says, "W h en  th e  n am e  is h e ld  to  be a v ita l p a rt
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of th e  person , it is n a tu ra l to  su ppose  th a t th e  m ig h tie r th e  p erso n  th e  m ore  
p o ten t m u s t be  h is  n am e"  (3:384).9 T h u s R idd le  am bitiously  p ro m o tes  h im se lf to 
a ran k  th a t declares h is in ten tions to reo rd e r th e  dem ocratic  w iza rd in g  w o rld  
u n d e r  h is dom in ion , an d  p rocla im s h is  evil in ten t w ith  a n am e  w h ich  could  be 
tak en  to  m ean , variously , fligh t from  death , ru le r  of death , o r w ill to death , 
en com passing  b o th  h is  desire  for im m o rta lity  a n d  h is in ten tion  to  ru le  th ro u g h  
fear. W h a t c learer exam ple  of iden tifica tion  of th e  n am e  an d  th e  essence could  
th ere  be? Such m ag ic  w o u ld  be  ineffective if h e  h a d  n o t iden tif ied  h im se lf so 
closely w ith  h is  o w n  nam e, an d  d es ired  so s trong ly  to  change it  to  reflect w h a t he  
w an ted  to  be. H is  h ab it of re fe rrin g  to  h im se lf in  th e  th ird  p e rs o n —"L ord  
V oldem ort is n o t su re  th a t h e  w ill forgive th is tim e" (Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows [Hallows] 174), to  quo te  ju s t one in s ta n c e —reinforces th is idea  th a t the 
n am e  itself is h is  essence.
A n d  h a v in g  changed  h is  nam e, h e  claim s a position  of p o w er in  re la tion  
to  th e  re s t of th e  w o rld . T his is reflected  in  the  v arious n a m in g  stra teg ies of the 
w iza rd in g  p o pu la tion , w h ich  is d iv id ed  in to  those  w ho  rem ain  w illing  say  h is 
n am e  (a very  sm all n u m b er), a n d  those w h o  w ill n o t o r canno t — a g ro u p  fu rth e r 
d iv id ed  in to  those  w h o  are  h is follow ers, an d  those  w ho  are  not. W ho  belongs to 
each  of these  g roups , a n d  w h a t are  th e ir reasons for say ing  o r n o t say ing  the 
nam e?
F irst am o n g  those  w illin g  to  say  Voldemort is A lbus D um bledo re . In  the 
v e ry  firs t scene in  w h ich  h e  appears , h e  m ak es h is  po licy  qu ite  clear:
"M y dear Professor [McGonagall], surely a sensible person  like yourself 
can call h im  by his name? All this 'You-Know-W ho' nonsense -  for eleven 
years I have been try ing  to  persuade people to  call h im  by his proper 
name: Voldemort. [...] It all gets so confusing if we keep saying 'You-Know- 
W ho.' I have never seen any reason to be frightened of saying V oldem ort's 
nam e." (Stone 11)
H a rry  P o tter, of course, is th e  second  m ajo r exam ple. H e  first u se s  the 
n am e  th ro u g h  ig n o ran ce—"I 'm  n o t try in g  to  be brave o r an y th in g  [ . ]  I ju s t never 
k n ew  you  sh o u ld n 't,"  h e  tells R on (Stone 100)—b u t D u m b led o re 's  advice n o t to 
be  a fra id  of n am es reinforces h is in itia l instinct. A s h e  firm ly  tells H ag rid  a t the 
en d  of th e  firs t book, " I 'v e  m e t h im  a n d  I 'm  calling  h im  b y  h is  n am e"  (Stone 303).
9 Frazer gives the example of an Australian tribe's attitude towards a mythical pool­
dwelling snake: "When they speak of it amongst themselves they designate it by another 
name, because they say that, were they to call the snake too often by its real name, they 
w ould lose control over the creature, and it would come out of the water and eat them all 
up" (3:384).
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A fter som e hesita tion , H erm io n e  is able to  fo llow  H a rry 's  exam ple. R on resists 
th e  longest, b u t does m an ag e  to  u se  the  n am e  tw ice (w ith  no  fanfare) w h ile  in  the 
safety  of th e  O rd er of th e  P h o en ix 's  h ead q u a rte rs  a t 12 G rim m au ld  Place; b u t as 
soon  as h e  is w o u n d e d  in  th e ir escape, h e  in sists  on  g o ing  back  to  say ing  You- 
K now -W ho, ap p a llin g  H a rry  b y  in s isting  th ey  sho u ld  "sh o w  [him] som e respect" 
(Hallows 273). Som e m em b ers of th e  O rd e r are b rav e  en o u g h  to  follow  
D u m b led o re 's  exam ple, in  p a rticu la r R em us L u p in  an d  S irius Black, b u t m ost 
cannot. In  the  end , V o ldem ort tu rn s  th e ir de te rm in a tio n  n o t to  be  in tim id a ted  
aga in s t th em  b y  p lac ing  a jinx on  h is  o w n  n am e  so th a t anyone  say ing  it w ill 
in s tan tly  a le rt h is  S natchers to the ir location  (Hallows 390).
T his jinx is p a rticu la rly  clever as th e  D eath  E aters consider it a m a rk  of 
d is respec t to  call V o ldem ort b y  h is  n am e  an d  ra re ly  or n ev er say  it them selves 
(Hallows 449). In s tead  th ey  genera lly  call h im  The Dark Lord, o r M aster o r M y  Lord 
in  person . T he te rm  Dark Lord is also u se d  b y  Sybill T re law ney  w h en  
p ro p h esy in g , an d  b y  characters like G inny  W easley d u rin g  or after be ing  
possessed  b y  V oldem ort, b u t very  ra re ly  b y  anyone  else. V o ldem ort's  fo llow er 
B ellatrix L estrange  in  p a rticu la r becom es incensed  u p o n  h e a rin g  H a rry  P o tter 
say  h is nam e: "You d a re  speak  h is  n am e  w ith  y o u r u n w o rth y  lips, you  d are  
besm irch  it w ith  y o u r ha lf-b lo o d 's  tongue, you  d a re —" she rages (Harry Potter 
and the Order o f the Phoenix [Phoenix] 784).
T he vast m ajo rity  of the  w iza rd in g  p o p u la tio n  u ses  avo idance  te rm s for 
V o ld em o rt's  nam e, genera lly  e ither You-Know-Who o r the  m ore  fo rm al He-Who- 
M ust-Not-Be-Named. For the  m o s t p a r t  th is  seem s to  be  a case of fear of a ttrac ting  
h is  a tten tion , b o rn e  o u t b y  th e  u se  of the  taboo  in  the  fina l book. B ut som e also 
seem  to u se  these  te rm s o u t of a lack of fu ll com m itm en t to  th e  an ti-V o ldem ort 
cause, in  fear of re ta lia tion  if h e  sh o u ld  w in . T he g en era l p o p u la tio n  does n o t 
seem  to refuse  to  say  Voldemort o u t of an y  id ea  of fo rcefu lly  rejecting  h is  self­
chosen  nam e.
W h a t is p a rticu la rly  in te res tin g  ab o u t tw o  of D u m b led o re 's  m o s t 
im p o rtan t en co u n te rs  w ith  V o ld em o rt—th e  tim e h e  com es to  H ogw arts, 
ostensib ly  in  search  of a job b u t rea lly  p lan n in g  to  create an o th e r H orcrux , an d  
th e  m o m en to u s  b a ttle  in  the  M in istry  of M agic a t th e  e n d  of Order o f the 
Phoenix— is th a t D u m bledo re  in sists  on  ad d re ss in g  h im  b y  h is  h a te d  b irth -nam e, 
Tom Riddle. W hen V oldem ort tries to  correct D u m b led o re 's  u se  of th e  n am e  Tom  
d u rin g  th e  first of these  encoun ters, h e  says "[T]o m e [...] you  w ill alw ays be 
T om  R iddle . [...] I am  afra id  th a t [old teachers] n ev e r qu ite  fo rget th e ir charges ' 
y o u th fu l beg in n in g s"  (Prince 442). H arry , o b serv ing  th is m ee tin g  in  th e  Pensieve, 
correctly  observes th a t "D u m b led o re 's  re fu sa l to  u se  V o ld em o rt's  chosen n am e 
w as a re fu sa l to  allow  V oldem ort to  d ictate  th e  te rm s of th e  m eeting , an d  H a rry  
could  tell th a t V o ldem ort took it as such" (442). I t is also p e rh a p s  the  o ffering  of a 
chance to  re tu rn  to  h is  earlier, p re -V o ldem ort life, an  offer D um bledo re  feels
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m u s t be  m a d e  in  o rd e r to g ive V oldem ort an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  feel rem orse. A gain  
d u rin g  th e  battle  a t the  M inistry , D um bledo re  u ses o n ly  th e  n am e  Tom, 
in fu ria tin g  V oldem ort fu r th e r (Phoenix 813-14). H a rry  h im self takes a p ag e  from  
D u m b led o re 's  book  in  th e  clim actic final b a ttle  a t H ogw arts, in s isting  on  calling 
V oldem ort Riddle (Hallows 738, 740-42), a n d  specifically  coup ling  th e  nam e  w ith  
th e  advice to  " try  for som e rem orse" (741). A n d  as V o ldem ort dies, th e  n a rra to r 
also qu ite  de libera te ly  u ses h is  b irth -nam e:
V oldem ort fell backw ard, arm s splayed, the slit pupils of the scarlet eyes 
rolling upw ard. Tom Riddle h it the floor w ith  a m undane finality, [...] the 
snakelike face vacant and  unknow ing. V oldem ort w as dead, killed by his 
ow n rebounding curse [...]. (Hallows 744, em phasis added)
In  effect, V o ldem ort fina lly  kills off T om  R iddle , com pleting  th e  process 
h e  beg an  b y  chang ing  h is  nam e. W h a t R ow ling  is im p ly ing  h e re  is th a t if the 
n am e  is the  essence, eq u iva len t to  th e  person , it canno t tru ly  be c h a n g e d —th a t 
o rig inal essence w ill still be there , in  sp ite  of an y  a tte m p t to d estro y  it. A n d  in  a 
case like V o ldem ort's , an  a tte m p t to  overw rite , deny , a n d  erad ica te  th a t o rig inal 
essence, like h is  a tte m p t to  b lock T re law n ey 's  p ro p h ecy  b y  k illing  th e  in fan t 
H a rry  Po tter, is do o m ed  to  backfire.
C o n c lu s io n
W ith  th is b rie f look a t evil characters, I h ave  b are ly  scratched  th e  surface 
of th e  im portance  of nam es a n d  n am in g  in  these au thors. T his is a particu la rly  
rich  area to  explore; consider for exam ple  T o lk ien 's  sto ry  of T u rin  T uram bar, an 
ex trem e case of seria l self-re-nam ing  in  an  a ttem p t to  forge h is  o w n  destiny , or 
A ragorn , ea rn in g  an  ev er-g row ing  lis t of nam es, aliases, an d  titles in  m u ltip le  
languages. A n d  J.K. R ow ling 's  w ork  is fu ll of n ick n am in g  an d  nam e-calling , as 
w ell as p u n n in g  an d  w o rd  play.
F an tastic  lite ra tu re  in  genera l p ay s  close a tten tion  to  n am es an d  is a 
fertile  field  for onom astic  stud ies. T olkien  a n d  R ow ling  are  ju s t tw o  exam ples of 
fan tasy  au th o rs  w h o  d ra w  on  varia tions of the  folkloric m o tif  of n am e-m ag ic  in  
re la tion  to  evil characters. T hey  bo th  h ave  g ro u p s  of characters w h o  use  
avo idance-nam es, for v arious reasons. T here  are  also characters in  b o th  w o rld s  
w h o  are  able to, o r in s is t upon , u s in g  th e  evil b e in g 's  tru e  nam e, again  for 
v arious reasons. Both also show  fo llow ers of the ir evil be ings u s in g  avo idance  
n am es for p u rp o se s  of fla tte ry  or to  b o as t of th e ir close re la tionsh ip . In  bo th  
au th o rs  w e also see the  u se  of se lf-nam ing  as an a ttem p t to  change destiny , an d  
its n ea rly  inev itab le  fa ilu re .10
10 Interestingly, neither author uses much in  the way of nick-naming in mockery of evil -  
the only instance in  Rowling is the ghost Peeves, after Voldemort's death, calling him Voldy
Mythlore 28:1/2, Fall/Winter 2009   161
in a comic rhyme (Hallows 746). Tolkien does not use this strategy at all in The Lord of the 
Rings, except when applied to some far lesser villains like orcs and trolls. About the closest 
we come to this in Tolkien's works is in some of the interactions of Farmer Giles with the 
dragon Chrysophylax, or Bilbo with the spiders in Mirkwood. Intriguingly, one runs across 
name-mocking more in fanfic and other fan art.
Janet Brennan Croft
W e even  see in  b o th  au th o rs  som e sim ilarities in  th e  syllables of the 
n am es th ey  chose; the  e lem en t -m or-, evok ing  death , in  b o th  Voldemort an d  
Morgoth, an d  e lem en ts like -sau- a n d  -sly-, calling  fo rth  im ag ery  of snakes and  
co ld -b loodedness, in  Sauron, Saruman, an d  Slytherin. A s John  A lgeo observes, 
" th e  in d e p e n d e n t u se  of com m on sym bolism  w ill accoun t for th e  resem blances" 
(251); indeed , to  th e  d e ligh t of read e rs  everyw here , bo th  au th o rs  are  as sk illed  at 
d ip p in g  in to  th e  b rim m in g  C au ld ro n  of S tory  for n am es a n d  th e ir m agical uses 
as they  are  for o th er e lem en ts of th e ir stories.
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